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Subject: Update Orwell Project at Ch’ích’élxwi7kw (Seymour) Village 
 
Wednesday, January 28, 2026 
 
Dear Neighbours,  
 
On behalf of the Hiy̓ám̓ ta Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Housing Society, I am reaching out to you to 
share important updates about our Orwell Project at Ch’ích’élxwi7kw (Seymour) Village, 
right next to the Phibbs Exchange. 
 
Founded in 2019 by Squamish Nation Council, Hiy̓ám̓ Housing is the not-for-profit 
organization responsible for building and managing affordable housing for Squamish 
People. Hiy̓ám̓ Housing is creating much-needed equitable and affordable homes for our 
people and reducing the barriers to help bring our people home. 
 
Housing is our people’s number one priority. As the cost of living continues to rise in 
Squamish communities’ historical territory, it is more important than ever that our people 
have access to a range of affordable housing options that serve their needs. 
 
For generations, Ch’ích’élxwi7kw (Seymour) Village has provided physical and spiritual 
nourishment to the Squamish People. These lands are now the future site of the Orwell 
Project. This 203-unit housing development, led by Hiy̓ám̓ Housing is critical to our 
commitment to house every Squamish person within a generation (25 years). 
 
The project is designed to include three interwoven six-storey buildings that are positioned 
to create a sheltered, sunlit landscaped courtyard that opens towards the neighbourhood. 
There will be a mix of unit types, from studio, 1, 2, and 3-bedroom apartment units along 
with townhouses. 
 
The project is proceeding through development, and we hope to break ground by early 
Spring 2026, with an estimated two and half years’ construction period.  
 
Starting today, you will begin to see increased activity at the site. Our partners, Ventana 
Construction Corporation, are expected to begin clearing the land from Monday, February 
9, which will last several weeks.  
 
 
 
 
 



336 West 4th Street               (604) 210-9126 
North Vancouver, BC info@hiyamhousing.com 
V7M 1J1 Canada www.hiyamhousing.com 

 
 

2 | P a g e  
 
 

 
Driven by the values of the Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Nation, Hiy̓ám̓ Housing have engaged with 
community and Elders about the history of and best way to proceed with this site. 
  
Please note: 
 

• An archeologist from Squamish Nation Rights & Title will be on site while work is 
taking place.  

• Sqomish Forestry is reviewing the site for potential trees to be transported to the log 
sort for storage.  

• Squamish Nation Language & Cultural Affairs have been consulted on trees for 
cultural use. 

• Trees that are appropriate for Longhouse use will be identified. 
• Tree clearing is scheduled to be complete before bird nesting season begins. 

Should tree clearing extend into bird nesting season in March, nest surveys will be 
conducted prior to any clearing. 

• For safety reasons, fencing and signage will be installed around the site. Cameras 
may also be installed around the site.  

 
For those Squamish Nation People whose properties back onto the site, we will be 
reaching out to you personally in the coming weeks and months. We also recommend that 
you put locks on your gates to prevent foot traffic going through to the site. 
 
We will continue to keep the community informed as development progresses. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please reach out to communications@hiyamhousing.com. 
 
You can also contact our office by phone at 604-210-9126 or in person at 336 West 4th 
Street, North Vancouver. Office hours are Mondays – Fridays, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(closed holidays). 
 
Chet kw'enmantúmi (we thank you) 
  
Sarah Silva, CEO 
Hiy̓ám̓ ta Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Housing Society 
 
 
   
  
  
 


